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 Happinessé.simple, and for many of us an extraordinary 

and magic word. Each of us has certainly said at least once, 

"If I were luckier, it certainly would have turned out well." 

I remember a sequence in a Czech film from the archives: 

"What is happiness?" "Just a little golden fly." Happiness in 

comparison to a little golden fly is pertinent. The little fly, so 

small as to be barely visible. It may come in, sit down, rest on 

ones shoulders and sit there for ages, but it may not come in at 

all or fly away immediately. Is happiness a rarity? Is it a gift? 

Are people born to bring joy and happiness? Or are they born 

in pain to bear the pain? Authors of many motivational books 

try to convince us it is in our mindset as to whether if we 

attract happiness into our life. So how can a young child 

attract happiness? Can someone attract it for them? If it was 

possible, I would like to attract happiness for all children that 

suffer wherever in the world, but it is not in my power. But 

maybe it would be in the power of the majority of humankind. 

If I imagine a wonderful little girl with blond hair who 

experienced all the hardships of violence at the age of only 6 

and the way she welcomes me with a smile at the door of 

crisis centre. So I am glad that there are people among us who 

are "little golden flies" and attract them for these children and 

for all those who are hurting. I realise, however, that in 

addition to positive energy it is required to educate the experts 

in the subject to be able to lovingly but especially 

professionally provide help and to operate a system of 

protection for all children at risk of violence ... And with this 

we can all help. 

Mariana Kov§ļov§ 



Mission: A non-profit organization, The Sun Centre, provides a 

range of beneficial services to battered, sexually abused or neglected 

children, victims of domestic violence, victims of racial violence, 

victims of bullying, sexual assault or rape. It helps to effectively and 

comprehensively resolve the issues with discretion and protecting 

their fundamental human rights and freedoms. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Ing. M§ria Svitaļov§ ï chairman, Mgr. 

Alexandra Drakov§ ï member, Mgr. Zdenka Nikov§ ï member 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS: Mgr. ōubica ōachk§ ï chairman, 

PhDr. Denisa Vargov§ ï member, Jana Tom§ġov§ ï member 

 

DIRECTOR : Mgr. Mariana Kov§ļov§ 

Departments of Sun Centre, NPO 

1 / Crisis centre ï The Sun Centre 

2 / Shelter "Safe Home" 

3 / Womenôs Refuge 

4 / Centre of counseling, advocacy and prevention 

5 / Sheltered workshop ï The Sun Centre  

6 / Intervention centre ï The Sun Centre  

7 / Acessible drop-in day centre for children and families 

8 / Children's rescue line (telephone service) 

HEADS OF THE SUN CENTRE DEPARTMENTS : Mgr. A. 

Blaģkov§, Mgr. E.  

Dankov§,  PhDr. J. Hol§,  Mgr. Lucia Kellnerov§, Mgr. M. 

Kovalļ²kov§ , PhDr. D. Vargov§ 

SOCIAL WORKERS: Mgr. M. Korgov§, Mgr. K. Kupcov§ , PhDr. 

L. Maczk· , Mgr. ō. MaŠaġov§,  

Mgr. M. Nagy MaŠov§, Mgr. A. Ġvelanov§  

Support workers/Tutor s: Mgr. Z. Bah¼lov§, Mgr. Z. ńuriġov§, 

Mgr. D. Fulopov§,  Mgr. T. Kissov§, Mgr. E. Magdinov§, Mgr. S. 

Remjarov§, Mgr. B. Prekopov§  

Specialist teacher: Mgr. A. Kov§ļov§  

Psychologists: Mgr. D. Bet§kov§, Mgr. A. Chl§dkov§,  Mgr. M. 

Galkov§ 

Lawyers: JUDr. S. Ganc§rov§, JUDr. L. M§ġik 

Supervisors and consultants for ChildrenËs Rescue Line: Mgr. A. 

Ćrend§ġov§, Mgr. A. Dirnbachov§, Mgr. L. Hruġkov§, Mgr. E. 

Lºbbov§, Ing. J. Musilov§, Mgr. K. Mih§likov§ 

Project managers: PaeDr. M. Krav§rov§, PhD., Ing. M. 

Kurpielov§, Mgr. S. Nagy, Mgr. M. Nagy MaŠov§  

Art -therapist/Ergo-therapist: Ing. M. Mojtov§ 

Music-therapist: Ġ. Hal§dik 

Support workers in Sheltered workshop: M. Dubov§ , V. Ill§ġov§ 

Campaign Manager: B. Tarinov§  

Financial Managers: Ing. M. Szab·ov§, J. Tom§ġov§  

Caretaker /cook: J. MaŠov§ 

  



 

The Crisis Centre is an accredited specialized facility for battered, 

sexually abused or neglected children, children in crisis life 

situations and for victims of domestic violence, women and mothers 

with children in accordance with the Slovak Law 305/2005 

pertaining to protection of children and social workforce. Crisis 

centre consists of two family homes. One of the homes focuses on 

children and the other one on mothers with children. 

 

The Crisis Centre for Children  

 

The Crisis Centre for Children provides comprehensive care to 

tortured, sexually abused orneglected children and children in life 

crises situations in age of 3-18 years.  

A child may be accepted to the crisis centre based on the Court 

Order or as a ward of a Court. A child will be provided with crisis 

intervention, psychological and social counseling is. When working 

with children elements of play therapy, art therapy and music 

therapy are used to help child to deal with the crises. Where 

possible, professionals of the Crisis Centre work with the child's 

family in order to adjust conditions, so that the child can return to 

care of their own parents. In the case that parents do not know how 

to or do not want to or they can not take care of their child, we 

would seek to place a child with a near relative or any persons close 

to the child. If such a person is not found, then with the childôs 

consent our psychologist begins to prepare the child to be placed into 

foster care. 

 

Crisis centre for children in 2014: In 2014 capacity of the Crisis 

Centre for battered, sexually abused and neglected children was 

nine. During this year the Crisis Centre implemented social and legal 

protection to 14 children aged from 3 to 18. The children were 

placed into the Crisis Centre by Order of the Court. Of the total 



number of children there were 7 girls and 7 boys. The strongest 

group was represented by boys aged from 11 to 15 years. In the over 

16 years age group there was no child placed in the Crisis Centre in 

2014. 

 

 

 
 

 

Graph No. 1 Children in Crisis Centre by age and sex 

Children are placed into the Crisis Centre for different reasons. It is 

mostly some form of abuse (psychological, physical), sexual abuse 

or neglected care on the part of parents. Due to suspected physical 

abuse of a child there were two children placed in the Crisis Centre. 

Due to psychological abuse there were nine children placed in Crisis 

Centre. Eleven children were in the Crisis Centre in 2014due to 

neglected care by parents. In 2014, there was no child suspected of 

sexual abuse placed in the Crisis Centre.   

 

 

Graph No.2 Forms of violence against children 

tƻŘƻȊǊŜƴƛŜ ƴŀ ŦȅȊƛŎƪŞ ǘȇǊŀƴƛŜ - Suspected physical abuse 

 

tƻŘƻȊǊŜƴƛŜ ƴŀ ǇǎȅŎƘƛŎƪŞ ǘȇǊŀƴƛŜ - Suspected emotional abuse 

 

tƻŘƻȊǊŜƴƛŜ ƴŀ ǎŜȄǳłƭƴŜ ȊƴŜǳȌƝǾŀƴƛŜ - Suspected sexual abuse 
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In 2014, 7 children were discharged from the Crisis Centre by the 

Order of the Court. Despite the aim of the Crisis Centre to help as 

many children as possible to grow up with a family, there were 3 

children placed into institutional care, because they were not able to 

return to their original families and we failed to find a substitute 

family. Four children were able to return to their original family 

after being discharged from the Crisis Centre. 

 
Graph No. 3 Discharge mode from the Crisis Centre for children 

with CAN syndrome 
 
 
K biologickĨm rodiļom - To biological parents 
 
 
Do n§hradnej rodinnej starostlivosti - To foster care 
 
 
Đstavn§ starostlivosŠ - Institutional care 
 
 
In® ï Other 

Crisis Centre for mothers with children and victims of domestic 

violence 

 

The Crisis Centre for mothers with children and victims of domestic 

violence creates an effective system of assistance and protection to 

battered, sexually abused or neglected children, their mothers and 

victims of domestic violence. A child may be taken to the Crisis 

Centre where life or wellbeing is in danger or is subjected to 

violence by a person that lives in common household.  

The child is admitted together with their mother or other family 

member at the request of a legal representative of the minor. 

Maximum stay at the Crisis Centre is 6 months. Increased attention 

is given to working with the child (crisis intervention, counseling, 

psychological care,  play therapy, art therapy and music therapy) to 

minimise the consequences that arise in connection with trauma that 

the child experienced.  

Throughout this time a of team of profesionals work with the mother 

and sometimes with the extended family of the child to work on 

interactions in the family, to strengthen and promote the relationship 

of parent and child, parenting skills and so on. 

The aim of the Crisis Centre is to form a safe and non-threatening 

environment for children with CAN syndrome and victims of 

domestic violence.  

 

Crisis Centre for mothers with children and victims of domestic 

violence 2014: In 2014 the Crisis Centre for mothers with children 

admitted 13 mothers and 21 children;  overall in 2014 we provided 

assistance to 43 clients (including clients admitted in 2013). From 

the total number of children there were 18 girls and 10 boys. 

Mode of the care completion 
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Graph No. 4. Age structure of children receiving care provided in the 

Crisis Centre with their mothers 

 

The most represented age group of girls was from 4 to 6 years, and 

from 11 to 15 years. The most represented age group of boys was 

from 11 to 15 years. In the age group of 7-10 years and over 16 

years there were only girls represented in the Crisis Centre. The 

most represented age group of mothers was from 25-34 years and the 

least represented age group of clients was over the age of 45 years. 

 

Of the total number of adult clients at the end of 2014 13 women 

were discharged from social care provision. Two of these women 

went back to the abuser. Other women have chosen to live life 

without violence, of which 3 women have been helped to become 

fully independent and 8 women live without an abuser with an 

extended family or in a sheltered accomodation. 

 

 

 

Graph No.5 Age structure of mothers placed in the Crisis Centre  

 

Thanks to the intensive work with mothers of 19 children no child 

was placed in Children's Homes and no child was returned to the 

previous abusive environment. 
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Graph No. 6 Mode of discharge from care for adult clients in the 

Crisis Centre 

 

Đpln® osamostatnenie Full independence 

 

K pr²buznĨm To the relatives 

 

Do in®ho zariadenia To another facility 
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Most of the women that are admitted to the Crisis Centre are on 

maternity leave or unemployed and receive social security benefit. In 

2014, we helped five women to get back to work, including those 

women who have been unemployed for a long period. 

 

The operation of the Crisis Centre is supported not only by sponsors 

and individual donors but also by Nitra Self-Governing Region and 

Central Office of Labour, Social Affairs and Family. 
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The Shelter ËSafe HomeË creates an opportunity for becoming 

independent and a successful start in life, including success in the 

employment market and solving accommodation needs. It is 

established for all women with children or single women in crisis, 

victims of reoccurring domestic abuse previously counselled, who 

for financial or other reasons cannot become independent. 

 

It provides services including accommodation and a comprehensive 

system of support services that are aimed at motivating and realising 

own potential. These services are temporary until a woman is able to 

take control of her life and with the support of a professional team is 

able to afford her own accommodation and find a job to support 

herself. 

 

Shelter ËSafe HomeË in 2014: In 2014, there were services provided 

to fourteen clients from which five were mothers and eight were 

children aged from 3 to 17 years and to one single woman. 

Throughout the year the facility was at capacity. 

 

The average cost per client per year: ú3,005.54 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Womenôs Refuge, a space to live life without violence. It 

provides protection and security, strength and social security. It is a 

space for all mothers with children or single women, victims of all 

forms of domestic violence, who admitted according to non-

discrimination and equal opportunity criteria ï including disabled 

victims of domestic violence. 

 

2014 was a preparatory year to start the running of the facility. The 

public engagement took place, interior and exterior modifications 

were carried out, the selection procedures for professional staff of 

the facility were made to provide clients with services according to 

the minimum European standards in the following calendar year.  

The Womenôs Refuge focuses on the provision of services 

including accommodation, crisis support and a comprehensive 

system of support services aimed to stabilise an individual 

psychologically, to overcome barriers and traumas of domestic 

violence, including safeguarding their legal rights. The Womenôs 

Refuge is a space, where you can confidentially talk about your 

encounters and make decisions on future steps in a friendly 

environment, where everybody is treated with respect and sensitivity 

while maintaining dignity. 

 

In November 2014 a helpline number 0905/511 512 was launched, 

which is set up for use by victims of domestic and racial violence.  


